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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in this 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A communication network comprising a user equipment, an 
access network and a plurality of core networks, wherein said communication network 
comprising is arranged to : 

moans for communicating communicate separate ciphering parameters to said 
access network from said at least two of said core networks; and 

m e ans for selecting select one of said separate ciphering parameters and using 
use the selected ciphering parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said 
user equipment and a first core network of said plurality of core networks and a 
communication between said user equipment and a second core network of said plurality of 
core networks, 

wherein said user equipment is configured to be simultaneously in 
communication with at least two of said plurality of core networks. 

2. (Currently Amended) A communication network according to claim 1, further 
compri s ing arranged to 

m e ans for ciphering cipher said communications between said user equipment and 
said at least two of said plurality of core networks with said selected one of said separate 
ciphering parameters. 

3. (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 1 wherein said 
ciphering parameter comprises at least one of a ciphering key or a ciphering algorithm. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method of ciphering in a communication n e twork 
comprising: a us e r e quipm e nt, an access network and a plurality of core networks, whoroin 
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said us e r equipm e nt is configur e d to bo simultan e ously in communication with at l e ast two of 
said plurality of cor e n e tworks, said m e thod comprising: 

communicating receiving at an access network separate ciphering parameters to said 
access network from said at least a first core network and a second core network of a t we-ef 
said plurality of core networks; and 

selecting one of said separate ciphering parameters and using the selected ciphering 
parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said abuser equipment and a 
said first core network of said plurality of core networks via said access network and a 
simultaneous communication between said user equipment and a said second core network of 
said plurality of core networks via said access network . 

5. (Currently Amended) A method of ciphering according to claim 4 further comprising 

ciphering said communications between said user equipment and said at least two of 
said plurality of core networks with said selected one of said separate ciphering parameters. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of ciph e ring according to claim 4, wherein said ciphering 
parameter comprises at least one of a ciphering key or a ciphering algorithm. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of ciph e ring according to claim 4, wherein said access 
network comprises a plurality of entities dedicated for managing the ciphering of 
communications with user equipments located in a geographical area allocated to said 
respective entities, 

and that when said user equipment moves from a geographical area allocated to a first 
ciphering managing entity to a geographical area allocated to a second ciphering managing 
entity, said first ciphering managing entity communicates used ciphering parameters to said 
second ciphering managing entity by signaling over said at least two of said plurality of core 
networks. 

8. (Currently Amended) An access network conn e ct e d to a plurality of coro n e tworks, 
and to a user equipment, wher e in said user equipm e nt is configur e d to bo simultaneously in 

3 



S.N.: 09/868,107 
Art Unit: 2136 

communication with at least two of said plurality of core networks over said access n e twork, 
said acc e ss n e twork comprising which is arranged to: 

means for r e c e iving receive separate ciphering parameters from at least two of a 
plurality of s aid core networks; and 

m e ans for s e l e cting select one of said separate ciphering parameters and using 
use the selected ciphering parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said 
<Luser equipment and a first core network of said plurality of core networks via said access 
network and a simultaneous communication between said user equipment and a second core 
network of said plurality of core networks via said access network . 

9. (Currently Amended) A device for an acc e ss n e twork conn e ct e d to a plurality of cor e 
n e tworks and to a user equipment configured to bo simultaneously in communication with at 
l e ast two of said plurality of core networks over s aid acc e ss network, said devic e comprising 
which is arranged to : 

m e ans for r e c e iving receive separate ciphering parameters from said at least two 
of a plurality of core networks; and 

m e ans for selecting select one of said separate ciphering parameters and u s ing 
use the selected ciphering parameter for ciphering at least both a communication between said 
abuser equipment and a first core network of said plurality of core networks via an access 
network and a simultaneous communication between said user equipment and a second core 
network of said plurality of core networks via said access network , wherein said device is one 
of an access network element and a ciphering controller. 

10. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 9, further comprising arranged tor 
moans for ciphering cipher said communications between said user equipment and said at 
least two of said plurality of core networks with said selected one of said separate ciphering 
parameters. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said communications 
are signaling messages. 
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12. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 10, wherein said communications 
comprise signaling messages and user data. 

13. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 9, wherein said ciphering 
parameter comprises at least one of a ciphering key or a ciphering algorithm. 

14. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 9, further comprising a radio 
network controller in the access network element. 

Claims 15-19 (canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 2, wherein said 
communications are signaling messages. 

21. (Previously Presented) A communication network according to claim 2, wherein said 
communications comprise signaling messages and user data. 

22. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 5, wherein said 
communications are signaling messages. 

23. (Previously Presented) A method of ciphering according to claim 5, wherein said 
communications comprise signaling messages and user data. 
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